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BOB – Bleed treatment Olen Beerse
State-of-the-art facility to recover valuable metals from bleed
At its site in Olen (Belgium), Aurubis is investing about € 70 million in the construction of an innovative and energyefficient bleed treatment facility. In a hydrometallurgical process, BOB will recover valuable metals such as nickel and
copper contained in electrolyte streams that are generated in metal production at the Aurubis sites in Beerse and
Olen (both in Belgium). The installation consists of a complete tankhouse purification system that is known as bleed
treatment. The construction of the facility is scheduled to begin in September 2022 and commissioning is planned for
summer 2024.
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In a four-step-process, valuable metals are recovered and impurities are removed from the bleed.
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Bleed:
Bleed refers to the part of tankhouse electrolyte that is continuously being purged: as some metals dissolve in
electrorefining tankhouse electrolyte, the purge is necessary to keep the level of metals under control and stable.
This purge is compensated by adding a mixture of water and sulfuric acid to the electrolyte again. With BOB,
copper, nickel, and impurities can be purified from the bleed.
Black acid:
After metal recovery from bleed, a mixture of mainly water and 60-70 % sulfuric acid remains. This mixture is called
black acid. It may be diluted with water to serve as electrolyte again for the electrolysis process in the tankhouse.
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Investment volume of

€ 70 million
EBITDA

~ € 15 million p.a.

Commissioning:

Summer 2024
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Additional

35 local jobs

starting in 2025/26
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